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The President. Close.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Deputy Prime Minister
Tariq Aziz of Iraq.

Proclamation 7050—Veterans Day,
1997
November 7, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Americans have always looked to the fu-

ture. Planning for next week, next month, or
next year, we rarely dwell on the past, but
rather look ahead to tomorrow. But each year
in November, we pause to look back, to re-
flect with pride and profound gratitude on
the achievements of our Nation’s veterans.
The service and sacrifice of these millions
of courageous men and women is a gleaming
thread that weaves, unbroken, through the
fabric of American history.

More than two centuries ago, the framers
of the Constitution outlined in a few brief
words the burden and privilege that genera-
tions of American veterans would willingly
embrace: to ‘‘provide for the common
defence . . . and secure the Blessings of Lib-
erty to ourselves and our Posterity . . . .’’
Since the days of the American Revolution,
nearly 42 million patriots have taken up arms
to defend America and to guarantee that the
blessings of liberty are, indeed, secure. From
Lexington and Concord to Fort McHenry
and San Juan Hill, from the Argonne Forest
to the shores of Normandy, from the frozen
terrain of Korea to the jungles of Vietnam
and the sands of Kuwait, America’s veterans
have risked—and more than half a million
have lost—their lives to preserve our free-
dom and defend our national interests.

Today, more than 25 million American vet-
erans live among us. They come from every
walk of life and from every ethnic, religious,
and racial background. They are our family
members, friends, and neighbors, but these
seemingly ordinary citizens have accom-
plished extraordinary things. They have de-
fended our liberty against every challenged,

preserved our values, advanced democracy
across the globe, and made America the
world’s best hope for freedom and lasting
peace.

For these contributions, and for so much
more, we owe our veterans an enormous debt
of gratitude that we can never fully repay.
To those who have completed their service
and returned to civilian life, we owe the op-
portunity for a good education, a good job,
and the chance to buy a home. For those
who have suffered injury or illness in service
to America, we must provide relief, quality
health care, and the opportunity to live out
their dreams. To the families of those still
missing, we owe the fullest possible account-
ing and every effort to determine the fate
of their loved ones. And to those who have
died for us and for our country, whether here
at home or on some foreign battlefield, we
owe our lasting respect and the pledge to
meet America’s future challenges with the
same valor and generosity that infused their
sacrifice.

In recognition of and gratitude for the con-
tributions of those who have served in our
Armed Forces, the Congress has provided (5
U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 of each
year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday
to honor America’s veterans.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Tuesday, November 11,
1997, as Veterans Day. I urge all Americans
to acknowledge the courage and sacrifice of
our veterans through appropriate public
ceremonies and private prayers. I call upon
Federal, State, and local officials to display
the flag of the United States and to encour-
age and participate in patriotic activities in
their communities. I invite civic and fraternal
organizations, places of worship, schools,
businesses, unions, and the media to support
this national observance with suitable com-
memorative expressions and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:05 a.m., November 10, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 12.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
November 7, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question. The previous submis-
sion covered progress through May 31, 1997.
The current submission covers the period
June 1, 1997, through July 31, 1997.

The reporting period was marked by two
important developments. The first was my
appointment on June 4 of Ambassador Rich-
ard C. Holbrooke as the new Special Presi-
dential Emissary for Cyprus. This appoint-
ment of one of our most capable negotiators
demonstrates our commitment to help pro-
mote a final political settlement for Cyprus.

The second key development was U.N.
Secretary General Annan’s June 9 invitation
to the leaders of the two communities in Cy-
prus, President Glafcos Clerides and Turkish
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash, to engage in
direct talks under U.N. auspices. These were
the first face-to-face meetings of the two
leaders since October 1994. Two rounds of
direct talks were held, the first from July 9
to July 13 in Troutbeck, New York (which
is treated in this report), and the second from
August 11 to August 15 in Switzerland (which
will be covered in the next report). United
Nations Special Advisor for Cyprus Cordovez
noted that the cordial atmosphere between
the parties at Troutbeck was a good begin-
ning for subsequent negotiating sessions. A
U.S. diplomatic effort for the U.N. settle-
ment process was led by Ambassador
Holbrooke, who met with Messrs. Clerides
and Denktash before and after the talks.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 7, 1997

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

November 1
In the evening, the President spoke by

telephone from the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in
Amelia Island, FL, to the Arkansas Millen-
nium Ball in Little Rock, AR.

November 2
In the morning, the President traveled

from Amelia Island to Jacksonville, FL, and
then to Newark, NJ. Later, he traveled to
Staten Island, NY.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Middlesex, NJ, and in the evening, he trav-
eled to New York City. Later, he returned
to Washington, DC.

The President declared a major disaster in
Nebraska and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe snowstorms, rain, and
strong winds, October 24–26.

November 3
In the morning, the President traveled to

Alexandria, VA, and in the afternoon, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President will attend the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Economic Leaders’
Meeting in Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada, November 24–25.

November 5
In the morning, the President met with

Representative William F. Goodling in the
Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rebecca M. Blank as a member
of the Council of Economic Advisers.
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